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TELSTRA SALE 

519. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development:   

On behalf of my good friends the members for Cottesloe and Southern River, I wish Claremont Football Club all 
the best in the Western Australian Football League grand final.   

Will the minister tell the house what hope there is of improved Telstra services following the sell-out by the 
federal government and “Barnaby rocking horse” in the Senate last night?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER replied: 
I thank the member for his question.  Wednesday, 14 September 2005 will be remembered as a black day for 
regional Western Australia.  The Western Australian Liberal Party must be held accountable.  Yesterday it was 
found wanting because it did not stand up for its constituents.  It may be that Perth Liberal members had a say in 
the matter.  However, those from the country who sit on the back bench should have stood up for regional and 
rural Australians.  Although it may have been too late, yesterday I wrote to the six Liberal senators who 
represent Western Australia and asked them to do a Barnaby Joyce and stand up for Western Australia.  Sadly, 
they did not listen.  The Telstra legislation was rammed through the Senate last night after a guillotine motion 
was moved.  I received no response from the Liberal senators who, I am sure, are ashamed of the fact that they 
did not stand up for their state.  The state Liberal Party should also be ashamed.  In the past 24 hours, we have 
learnt that 14 000 Telstra jobs will go.  Where will those jobs come from?  They will come from the country - 
from Liberal Party members’ electorates.  The day that happens will be a terrible day.  Wednesday, 14 
September 2005 will long be remembered.  After Telstra is sold, we will no longer see a Telstra technician or 
van in remote Western Australia.  How many times do members see a Telstra, Orange, 3, Hutchison or Optus 
van?  I have never seen one.  Has the member for Bunbury ever seen an Optus van in Bunbury?   

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  No.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Has the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale ever seen a Hutchison or Orange van down 
his way?   

Mr A.J. Simpson:  No. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Once Telstra goes the same way as those companies, we will never see Telstra vans in 
our electorates.  Yesterday was a bad day.  The Western Australian Liberal Party should have stood up for its 
constituents and its members.  It should have contacted its Liberal senators and asked them to stand up for 
Western Australia.  

Several members interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  I cannot name all the members who were interjecting because there were so many of you.  
However, what I can do is shorten question time.  If members do not want to hear the answers, they should 
continue to interject in that manner.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Congratulations to the Liberal and National Parties; what a wonderful job they have 
done for Western Australia.   
 


